Dear Parents/Guardians & Students,

This year we are including a new unit to the 12th grade school year.  It is called Senior Seminar and is designed to help students navigate the post-secondary process by providing the knowledge, tools, skills, and support needed to identify a variety of options, align these options with career goals, and make an informed decision about life after high school.  This program is being piloted this year, so any/all feedback is welcome.  Partnering with Neshaminy’s Mission Statement, this unit is intended to empower students to be productive citizens after high school and hopefully be lifelong learners.  The course work will cumulate with a presentation that outlines each step, a reflection on their post-secondary selection process, evidence of completion of each step, a reflection on what they have learned, and ultimately a final decision with a game plan on attaining their goals.  Completion of these steps will be evident to me through each task.  In addition, supporting documentation will be required for some of the steps.  During the second half of the year, students will strengthen and develop post-secondary life and learning skills with activities regarding what life will be like after high school.
 
Course Requirements: A majority of the work on the assignments can be completed during class, but students will also be responsible for finishing assignments outside of the school day.  Individual assignments will be graded as they are completed and quarter and semester grades will be assigned according to task completion.  Presentations will take place after it is confirmed that students have completed the entire portfolio, and have evidence that they have made a final post-secondary decision.
 
Portfolio Requirements Completion by end of 1st marking period:

1. True Colors paper.
1. I am poem-first day.
1. Goal Setting-SMART goals.
1. Career exploration-explore 3 careers through Naviance-make spreadsheet (Education required/certifications/pay/duties).
1. Complete Colleges/Schools I’m Thinking About in Naviance (3 to 5 –safety, good fit and reach schools).
1. Complete at least 1 quiz on Naviance (career cluster, strengths explorer) print results.
1. Guest Speaker Response Surveys (must have at least 2).
1. Six Word Snapchat.
1. Meet with your counselor- 1-page journal on meeting.
1. Life After High School Essay-in turnitin.com-place a copy in portfolio
2nd marking period:

1. Complete at least 1 college/trade school/military application.
1. Request transcript in Naviance.
1. Complete at least 1 scholarship opportunity.
1. Job application, Resume (resume builder worksheet) and cover letter for a job they are interested.
1. College/school/military/job responses.
1. Career profile worksheet.
1. School Profiler worksheet.
1. Confirmation of FASFA submission or 1-page journal on how to pay for life after high school.
1. Job Shadowing worksheet.
 3rd marking period:

1. Evidence of completing 1 or 2 scholarships.
1. Budget, W4 form and 1040 EZ.
1. College/school/military/job responses.
1. Revisit SMART goals and create long-term SMART goals.
1. Volunteer hours-at least 3-5- verification and 1-page journal on the experience.
 4th marking period:

1. Final decision reflection paper – turnitin.com-copy in portfolio.
1. Dear Mrs. … letter-turnitin.com-copy in portfolio.
1. Senior Scrapbook.
Since this is a piloted unit, assignments are subjected to change.  I will make sure if there are any changes – you are notified.  All assignments will be due before the end of each marking period. 

Please contact me with any questions or concerns at athomas@neshaminy.k12.pa.us

Thanks so much and let’s make this a great year!

Abbee Thomas
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